Travancore State Transport
harmony with it. The first great difficulty of the Transport
Department was, therefore, to effect a standardisation of
rates; and a fare of 8 f cash ? per mile was determined upon
as a reasonable basis of charge. The choice of this rate led
to the increase of fares between certain points, so that there
was some clamour from the people so affected, and the
Department had to concede the demand by lowering the
rate of charge slightly from the standard rate for short-
distance traffic. The fares charged are quite nominal,
For example, the fare between Trivandrum and Nagercoil
is 2LJ chakrams and between Nagercoil and Cape Comorin
it is only 6 chakrams. The charge from Nagercoil to
Colachel is only 7 ehakrams,7 The fare tables are made
available to the public along with a Time-Table of arrivals
and departures of vehicles which is published in all the
State newspapers and the Government Gazette.
The State Transport Service was inaugurated on the
9th Kumbhom 1113,8 and the first routes to be operated by
the Department were Trivandrum-Nagercoil; Trivandrum-
Neyyatinkara; Nagercoil - Colachel and Nagercoil - Cape
Comorin. The Trivandrum town service came into opera-
tion on the 22nd Meenam 1113, while the Trivandrum-
Quilon service was started only at about the end of the
year 1113. The financial results of the six months ending
with the year 1113 are quite encouraging. The number
of vehicles actually operating at the commencement of the
service was 54 and that at the end of the year 1113 was 51.
The decrease is due to the fact that the Department's
buses were burnt or otherwise damaged during the
Travancore State Congress disturbances when rabid
hooliganism was rampant- During these six months, there
was a net profit of Es. 61,015-15-6 on a capital investment
7   One chakram is equal in value to 0.57 anna (Britisfc),
8   i.e. 21st February 1938.
375